Teams treat

- infested hemlocks
. on MacKaye trail

. by Donna Shearer

" Save Georgia’s Hemlocks

' Local nonprofits Save Georgia’s Hemlocks and the

¢ Benton MacKaye Trail Association (BMTA) recently co-

. sponsored a Hike and Help for the Hemlocks event
. along a wonderful section of the BMT that runs through
the Cherry Log Mountain Development.

The goals for the event were to increase awareness of

: the hemlock crisis, build synergy among groups and
. individuals who care, treat some trees that really need
' help and have a good time together in the great out-

doors. Mission definitely accomplished! :
Following an initial orientation and training session,
38 volunteers enjoyed a family-friendly hike through

some beautiful woods, treated 160 trees that are infest-
~ ed with the hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA, the invasive

insect that is killing the hemlocks) and did some trail
clean-up along the way. Joe Sisson, president of Sisson
Company in Cherry Log, kindly donated the cost of the

chemicals used to treat the trees.

When the work was done, everyone gathered bes1de.
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